
Posted :02-02-2011 at 3:55 PM  
Subject:Winter Storm Safety Tips 
 

In Preparation for the upcoming cold weather event, the City of Beaumont Emergency Management Division recommends the 
following steps to ensure your safety and comfort:  

1. Remain indoors if possible. If you must go out, dress to fit the weather, with layered, wind-resistant 
clothing, a hat, and gloves or mittens to protect yourself against frostbite. 

2. If you must perform work outside, take frequent breaks to warm up and avoid overexertion. 
3. Have emergency heating equipment approved for indoor use and appropriate fuel for it. Emergency heating 

equipment includes kerosene or propane heaters and wood stoves. Carbon Monoxide kits can be purchased 
at local retailers. 

4. Have emergency lighting in case the power goes out: flashlights or lanterns with a supply of batteries or 
fuel.  

5. Keep an emergency supply of ready-to-eat non-perishable food and an emergency supply of water on hand.  
6. Listen to your radio or TV to obtain weather and emergency information. Have a battery-powered radio with 

spare batteries in case your electricity goes off. 
7. Travel only if absolutely necessary. If you must travel, do so in daylight. Have emergency supplies in your 

vehicle. 

Generator Safety 
 
Portable generators are useful when temporary or remote electric power is needed, but they can be hazardous. 
 
The primary hazards to avoid when using them are carbon monoxide poisoning, electric shock or electrocution, and fire. The U. 
S. Fire Administration (USFA) would like you to know that there are simple steps you can take to prevent the loss of life and 
property resulting from improper use of portable generators. 
 
TO AVOID CARBON MONOXIDE HAZARDS: 
• Always use generators outdoors, away from doors, windows and vents. 
• NEVER use generators in homes, garages, basements, crawl spaces, or other enclosed or partially enclosed areas, even with 
ventilation. 
• Follow manufacturer's instructions. 
• Install battery-operated or plugin (with battery backup) carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in your home, 
following manufacturer's instructions. 
• Test CO alarms often and replace batteries when needed. 
 
TO AVOID ELECTRICAL HAZARDS: 
• Keep the generator dry. Operate on a dry surface under an open, canopy-like structure. 
• Dry your hands before touching the generator. 
• Plug appliances directly into generator or use a heavy-duty outdoor-rated extension cord. Make sure entire extension cord is 
free of cuts or tears and the plug has all 3 prongs, especially a grounding pin. 
• NEVER plug the generator into a wall outlet. This practice, known as backfeeding, can cause an 
electrocution risk to utility workers and others served by the same utility transformer. 
• If necessary to connect generator to house wiring to power appliances, have a qualified electrician install 
appropriate equipment. Or, your utility company may be able to install an appropriate transfer switch. 
 
TO AVOID FIRE HAZARDS: 
• Before refueling the generator, turn it off and let it cool. Fuel spilled on hot engine parts could ignite. 
• Always store fuel outside of living areas in properly labeled, nonglass containers. 
• Store fuel away from any fuelburning appliance. 
 
For more information contact: 
The U. S. Fire Administration 
16825 South Seton Avenue 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
or 
Visit the USFA Web site: 
www.usfa.fema.gov 
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Dr. Hani Tohme with the City of Beaumont Water Utilities Department advises that residents with broken water 
pipes that a located on the residents side of the meter, should turn off their water at the meter and make 
arrangements for repairs. 

 If you need assistance with turning off your meter, you are asked to call the Fire Department at 409-880-
3901. 

Freezing temperatures are expected through Saturday.  There is a possibility some bridges, overpasses and 
roadways may freeze over. Motorist should exercise extreme caution while driving in these conditions. 

1. Don't travel unless you absolutely have to.  Listen to radio and watch TV for business, school and 
government office closures. 

2. If you have to travel or work outside wear multiple layers of clothing, gloves, and had hat or other head 
gear.   

3. Slow down.  In some cases ice on the roadways is not visible.  This is commonly called "Black Ice".  You can 
lose control in these conditions.  The slower you go the easier it will be to maintain control of your vehicle. 

4. Make sure you top off the gas tank in your car.   
5. Dress warmly and bring items like blankets, water, and snacks in case you become stranded. 
6. Have a full charged cell phone with you so you can call for help if needed. 
7. Have a vehicle emergency kit in your car.  They usually include jumper cables, flares, and first aid kit.  Most 

retailers carry them. 

The following places will be open during the times stated: 

 Some Other Place, 590 Center, open 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM (meals and warming)  
 Henry's Place, 1107 McFaddin, open 8:30 AM to 11:30 AM (meals and warming)  
 Salvation Army, 2350 I10 East, open 5:00 PM to 7:00 AM (Sheltering over night)  
 Salvation Army Social Services, 1490 N. 7th St, open 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, (warming)  
 Closely monitor weather conditions for the latest updates.  

 
Posted : Emergency Management  
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