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Maurine Gray Literacy Center 

H appy Holidays!  It’s a great 

time of the year to review 

and renew personal goals.  If your 

goals for 2019 include an             

educational component, may I    

suggest checking with the         

Beaumont Public Library System to 

determine if we have anything to 

offer in your areas of interest?  

Throughout the year each of our 

circulating branches offer an array 

of workshops appealing to a wide 

variety of tastes and interests.  You 

can check this newsletter monthly 

for programs occurring at each of 

the branches, or any of our staff 

will be happy to discuss this with 

you if you would like to call us. 

A  friend recently sent me a   

cartoon that reminded me 

many people take for granted the 

value of libraries to our community.  

I think the underlying reason for 

this is that many people simply 

aren’t informed of what we have to 

offer and how many people access 

our services in a given year.  Gone 

are the days when going to the     

library simply meant you were 

looking to find a book or books on 

a given topic, or simply some lei-

sure reading, though we certainly 

still offer and encourage people to 

take full advantage of those two                     

services!  In addition, we have 

banks of computers available to 

help bridge the digital divide that 

is still very real and prevalent in 

our community.  Afterschool                 

programs provide tutoring services 

and a summer reading club                        

offering literacy rich programming 

seeks to lesson summer learning 

loss for children.  Two specialty 

departments, the Tyrrell Historical 

Library and the Maurine Gray                  

Literacy Center reach highly                  

specific populations looking to do 

genealogical/historical research or 

in the case of the latter assist 

adults with English language 

learning needs, or those who have 

a need for a high school                           

equivalency certificate.  Those 

are just a sample of the types 

of  services we offer. 

I f you haven’t visited your 

local public library branch, 

we certainly invite you to 

come by and see us.  Our 

branches are beautiful and we 

have staff ready to tell you all 

about what is available in our  

library system. 

We hope to see you soon! 

Upcoming Holidays 

Christmas:  Saturday, December 22—Closed 

    Monday, December 24—Closed 

    Tuesday, December 25—Closed 

New Year’s Day: Monday, January 1—Closed 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: Saturday, January 19—Closed 

      Monday, January 21—Closed 
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Theodore Johns 

Branch Library 

A Holiday Surprise 

For YOU! 
 

December 12 

@ 4:30pm 
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MORIARTY WAS AN AFTERTHOUGHT 
BY EILEEN GONZALEZ 

Ask anyone to list literature’s greatest   
rivalries, and one of the first pairs on the 
list will undoubtedly be Sherlock Holmes 
and Professor Moriarty. Even              
non-Sherlockians are well acquainted 
with the epic battle of brains and brawn 
that played out between these two 
smartest men in England, and with the 
initially tragic, ultimately triumphant 
climax to their conflict. This is, at least in 

part, thanks 
to the fact 
that virtually 
every film 
and TV      
adaptation 
focuses      
extensively—
and, in some 
cases, all but 
exclusively—
on the        
enmity       

between the world’s only consulting         
detective and the world’s worst         
mathematics professor. 

Frankly, it makes me wonder if the     
people adapting Doyle’s stories have    
actually read them. 

Despite allegedly being the greatest 
criminal mastermind in London—“the 
Napoleon of Crime,” as Holmes so         
famously describes him—Moriarty’s    
existence isn’t so much as hinted at      
until The Final Problem. That’s two   
novels and twenty-three short stories   
after Holmes’s debut. And yet in The    
Final Problem, Holmes insists that      

 

Moriarty is the gravest threat he’s ever 
faced: the head of a crime syndicate so 
vast it’s got all of London in its sinister  

grasp. Even more spectacularly—and I 
don’t think I’m spoiling the story for   
anyone here—the only way Holmes can 
stop his evil counterpart is by sacrificing 
himself. 

Huh? Where did all that come from? 

In real life, it came from Doyle’s desire 
to be rid of Sherlock Holmes, a character 
he’d grown tired of writing. And so he 
conjured an all-powerful antagonist 
from thin air and threw him into the   
story with his usual bored disregard for 
continuity. 

In-universe, an explanation for           
Moriarty’s rather abrupt introduction 
can be found in The Final Problem’s   
second paragraph, where Watson says 
that “the very intimate relations which 
had existed between Holmes and myself 
became to some extent modified” after 
Watson’s marriage. In other words, they 
weren’t hanging out so much by this 
time. If they weren’t speaking regularly, 
obviously Holmes could not have told 
Watson about the growing threat         
Moriarty presented. 

Still, it would have taken Moriarty time 
to amass so vast a criminal                             
empire. Shouldn’t there have been                 
rumblings even before Holmes and   
Watson’s estrangement? Surely           
Moriarty’s name should have come up 
once or twice in  an earlier story? It 
should have, but it doesn’t.           

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1545385335/ref=as_li_tf_il?ie=UTF8&tag=boorio-20&linkCode=as2&camp=217145&creative=399349&creativeASIN=1545385335
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Perhaps this is why so many adaptations 
insist on giving Moriarty the spotlight: to 
fill in the gaps left by Doyle’s ennui. But 
with so much else going on in the source 
material, having every adaptation focus 
on the same narrow, comparatively minor 
elements quickly becomes monotonous. 

Nor does Moriarty himself actually         
appear in any Sherlock Holmes story. His 
actions are related via secondhand               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

flashbacks, told by Holmes to Watson             
after the fact. Doyle retroactively tried to 
enhance Moriarty’s role by                       
namedropping him in The Valley of 
Fear, which takes place before The Final 
Problem but was published a solid decade 
after Holmes and Moriarty disappeared 
at Reichenbach. It is a halfhearted                       
attempt at best and in no way alters the 
impression that Moriarty was always an 

afterthought in his creator’s mind. 

All of this has led to some interesting 
speculation—most notably in Nicholas 
Meyer’s 1974 book The Seven-Per-Cent 
Solution and its subsequent movie         
adaptation—that Moriarty is nothing but 
a figment of Holmes’ troubled                 
imagination. For the most part, however, 
fans and creators alike seem content to 
take Sherlock Holmes at his word:                     
Moriarty is an evil genius and a threat to 
all that is good in London, and Holmes 
had devoted his life to ensnaring him                  
before their final, fatal encounter. 

There’s nothing strictly wrong with this 
interpretation, but it does get frustrating 
for people like me, whose attitude                          
towards the naughty professor can be 
summed up as “Moriarty,                                
Shmoriarty.” Lucky for us, Doyle wrote so 
many Sherlock Holmes stories and                     
Moriarty occupies such a small space 
within them that, in terms of the original 
canon, he is quite easy to ignore. 

 

This article reprinted with permission 
from Brightly 

http://readbrightly.com 

EILEEN GONZALEZ 

Eileen Gonzalez lives, writes and geeks out over 

comic books in Connecticut. Her favorite things 

to write about are comic books and various isms 

and   phobias in older texts. When she is not writ-

ing, she is probably fending off allegedly playful 

attacks from her Maltese, AJ. 
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R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Friday, December 7 

Preschool Pals Story Time 

Winter 

Brrr . . . It’s cold outside!  Come warm up with a story. 

10:30am 

Beaumont Public Library 
Monday, December 10 

Pre-School Story Time 

Bears 

We couldn’t “bear” it if you didn’t join us this week for 

Story Time! 

10:30am 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Wednesday, December 12 

Pre-school Play Date 

An hour of fun with toys, music, and a story 

10:30am 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 

Wednesday, December 12 

Afternoon Story Time 

Santa Claus 

Stories and a craft 

4:30pm 

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Thursday, December 13 

Pre-School Story Time 

Gingerbread Man 

Follow the Gingerbread Man to the library for some 

sweet stories, songs and a cookie decorating treat. 

10:30am 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Friday, December 14 

Preschool Pals Story Time 

Bears 

We couldn’t BEAR it if you didn’t join us this week for 

story time! 

10:30am 

 

 

 

MOVIE MATINEE 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 

Saturday, December 14 & December 29 

3pm 

MUSIC ON THE PATIO 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Wednesdays 

October—May 

Weather Permitting 

11:30am—12:00 noon 

STORY TIME 

Beaumont Public Library 
Monday, December 3 

Pre-School Story Time 

Winter 

Brrr!  It’s cold outside!  Come warm up with a 

story. 

10:30am 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Wednesday, December 5 

Pre-school Play Date 

An hour of fun with toys, music, and a story 

10:30am 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 

Wednesday, December 5 

Afternoon Story Time 

Snow 

Stories & a craft 

4:30pm 

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Thursday, December 6 

Pre-School Story Time 

Dreidels and Latkes 

Sharing stories, songs and a craft about the       

traditions of Hanukkah. 

10:30am 

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN 

Ages birth—5 
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Beaumont Public Library 
Monday, December 17 

Pre-School Story Time 

Holidays 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year for a 

story! 

10:30am 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Wednesday, December 19 

Afternoon Story Time 

Happy Holidays 

Stories & a craft 

4:30pm 

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Thursday, December 20 

Pre-School Story Time 

Christmas Birds 

Fly on over to the library for stories, songs and a 

craft about our feathered friends at Christmas. 

10:30am 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Friday, December 21 

Preschool Pals Story Time 

Holidays 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year for 

a story! 

10:30am 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Wednesday, December 26 

Pre-school Play Date 

No Play Date today. 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Wednesday, December 26 

Afternoon Story Time 

Take a Hike Day 

Stories & a craft 

4:30pm 

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Thursday, December 27 

Pre-School Story Time 

Snuggle-Up 

Cozy stories for a cold winter day.  Stories, 

songs, and a craft. 

 

 

 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Friday, December 28 

Preschool Pals Story Time 

Favorites 

Gather round as Ms. Meagan reads a few of her favorite 

stories 

10:30am 

Beaumont Public Library 
Monday, December 31 

Pre-School Story Time 

New Year 

Ring in the new year with stories and songs! 

10:30am 
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BOOK CLUB 

HOME SCHOOL BOOK CLUB 

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Friday, December 7 

Ages 8—11  

Bunnicula: a Rabbit Tale of Mystery by James 

Howe.  The newest pet in the Monroe household 

is a suspicious-looking bunny with unusual hab-

its . . . And fangs!  Can Harold the dog and Ches-

ter the cat find out the truth before it’s too late? 

2pm 

Coming up January 4: Read a Biography of 

your choice. 

HOME SCHOOL BOOK CLUB 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Wednesday, December 12 

Teens 12 and up 

Read a book or short story by Mark Twain.  For a 

list of general discussion questions contact Robin 

@ 842-5223 or 892-4988. 

2pm 

Coming up January 9: It’s a Mystery.  Read 

and be prepared to discuss one of the following 

titles:  Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz, 

Heist Society by Ally Carter, Fuzzy Mud by 

Louis Sachar, Murder on the Orient Express by 

Agatha Christie or any Sherlock Holmes story 

by Arthur Conan Doyle. 

MOVIE MATINEE 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 

Saturday, December 14 & December 29 

3pm 

TWEEN 2 TEEN 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

UGLY SWEATER PARTY 

Saturday, December 1 

May all your sweaters be ugly and bright!  Join us 

for an Ugly Sweater Party.  Bring your own 

sweater and we’ll provide the rest. 

10am—11:30am 
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ACTIVITIES FOR  CHILDREN      

Ages 6—12 

B E AU M ONT  PU BLIC LIB R A RY SY ST EM 

ACTIVITIES FOR  TEENS        

Ages 13—18 



 11 

ACTIVITIES FOR ADULTS 

Ages 18+ 

 

 

 

ART/EXHIBITS 

ADULTS COLOR CREATION 

iCOLOR FOR ADULTS 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Wednesdays, 11am—11:30am 

Enjoy the therapeutic benefits of coloring! 

Open to adults & children. 

Miller Conference Room 

Instructor: Jaebin L. White, B.F.A.—Art & Art       

History 

AUTHORS/BOOK CLUBS 

BOOK CLUB 

Best Year’s Center—Library 

Friday, December 14 

Title:  Recipe Box by Viola Shipman 

10am—11am 

BOOK BUNCH 

R. C. Miller Memorial Library 

Wednesday, December 19 

Discuss 2019 reading list 

2pm—3:30pm 

Facilitator: Rosie Postelnek 

COMPUTER CLASSES 

 

E-BOOK TRAINING 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Need assistance with accessing                                          

E-Books/E-Audiobooks? 

Registration is required 

Contact us to schedule an appointment                          

(409-866-9487) ext. 3256 

HEALTH & FITNESS 

NO EXCUSE MOM 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 

Fridays 

10am 

 

 

 

HOBBIES 

STITCH & SHARE (Quilting Club) 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Wednesdays 

5:30pm—6:30pm 

Meet with others who share your interest and love of 

quilting! 

Instructor: Noel McCord 

LANGUAGES 

HEBREW—BEGINNERS 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Tuesdays 

6pm—7pm 

Instructors: Dr. Rafael Tadmor & Arlene Pippin 

 

FRENCH I—BEGINNERS 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Thursdays 

1:30pm—2:30pm 

Instructor: Cathy Nacol 

LITERACY CLASSES 

ADVANCED ESL CLASSES 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

Mondays 

6pm—7:30pm 

***Registration is required.  Contact the Literacy   

Center @ 409-835-7924 to   register. 

MUSIC 

SOUNDS OF SHARING 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

SATURDAY, December 8 

Join us as we celebrate the holidays with sounds of 

the season! 

2pm—3:30pm 

WRITERS 

TEXAS GULF COAST WRITERS 

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 

December 15 (3rd Saturday of each month) 

Encouraging, Inspiring, Sharing 

10am—11:30am 
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R enovation work continues on the Tyrrell       

Historical Library following the damage       

sustained by Hurricane Harvey.  The first phase of 

mold remediation work is still in progress at the     

library.  Upon its completion, a second phase of     

restoration work will start soon afterward.  All of the 

necessary work to the library is hoped to be finished 

sometime after the beginning of this upcoming year. 

D uring the renovation and restoration period of 

time the library will remain closed to the     

public.  A grand reopening celebration is planned 

once the repair work has been completed to the      

library.  Announcements of the library’s reopening 

will be publicized widely once a final completion 

date becomes known. 

I n the interim period of closure staff at the library 

has been kept busy with numerous digital and   

descriptive projects related to its archival collection 

holdings.  As digital and descriptive work is finished 

it is added to the library’s digital portal site (http://

tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/) 

where the public can have direct access to it through 

the internet.  Over the past several months this site 

has grown significantly.  The site now consists of 82 

different digital collections with over 61,544 fully 

described items found on it.  New content is                          

continually being added, so patrons are encouraged 

to visit this site frequently to learn what new                            

information may be available to them. 

A lso, prepared finding aids that fully describe the 

contents of processed archival collections of the 

library can be accessed directly via the internet.  The 

library has 57 finding aids related to its archival                 

collections available for patrons to search.  These 

finding aids can be reached by going to the following 

website (http://archivesspace.beaumonttexas. gov). 

D uring the time of the library’s temporary                

closure a limited amount of research can be 

performed for a fee in the history collections that     

remain accessible to staff at the library.  A                               

prepayment of $10.00 is required for staff to search 

these collections for patrons.  The collections                       

available to staff include microfilmed Beaumont 

newspapers, genealogy books, and archival                             

collections that are housed in the annex building of 

the library.  Staff can devote up to one hour of                    

research time once the necessary $10.00 fee has 

been received and processed by the library.                         

Methods of payment include the following:  personal 

check, money order, or major credit card.  Patrons 

wishing staff to conduct research on their behalf for 

a $10.00 fee should contact the library at the                            

following telephone number (409)833-2759,                    

ext. -3302. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A nyone who may be interested in donating                    

historic materials to the library can still do so.  

Donations of historic materials can be dropped off 

either at the Main Library building located at 801 

Pearl Street, or by calling for a scheduled                      

appointment time at the following telephone number 

of (409)833-2759, ext. -3302 or -3307.  The Tyrrell 

Historical Library always welcomes donations that 

document the unique and important rich history of 

Beaumont and its surrounding community. 

I mportant updates on the progress of renovation 

work at the library and a projected reopening date 

will be posted regularly on its FaceBook page 

(https://www.facebook. com/Tyrrell-Historical-

Library-236313203155911/) and the Beaumont  

Public Library FaceBook page (https://

www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-Library-

System-147841162768/).  Patrons are encouraged to 

consult these two social media pages to obtain the 

latest information about ongoing developments                

related to the status of the historical library. 

Tyrrell Historical Library 

A photograph of a duck hunting party at 
the Gilbert Ranch. Men are seen holding ducks that 

they recently killed during the hunt. The Gilbert Ranch was 

of considerable size located near Beaumont in Jefferson County, Texas.  

http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/
https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-Library-System-147841162768/
https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-Library-System-147841162768/
https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-Library-System-147841162768/
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/photograph
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/duck
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/hunting
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/party
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Gilbert
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Ranch
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Men
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/seen
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/holding
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/ducks
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/recently
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/killed
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/during
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/hunt
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Gilbert
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Ranch
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/considerable
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/size
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/located
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/near
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Beaumont
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Jefferson
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/County
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/searchterm/Texas
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 Library Administrator, Paul Eddy 

Newsletter edited by Geri Roberts, Assistant 

Library Administrator 

D ECEMBER 2018 

 Phone: 409-981-5911 

Fax: 409-212-9383 

Email: paul.eddy@BeaumontTexas.gov 

Or 

geri.roberts@BeaumontTexas.gov 

http://beaumontlibrary.org 

Libraries 

Beaumont Public Library 
Jim Shoemaker, Branch Manager 
409-838-6606 
801 Pearl Street                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—8:00pm               
Friday 9:00am—6:00pm                             

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 
Barbara Beard, Branch Manager 
409-835-7924 
801 Pearl Street                                
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—8:00pm                   
Friday 9:00am—5:00pm               

Tyrrell Historical Library 
Bill Grace, Branch Manager 
409-833-2759                                                 
695 Pearl Street                                                 
Closed for Renovations 
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Gwendolyn Pierre, Branch Manager 
409-842-5223                                    
4255 Fannett Road                                             
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—8:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                              

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 
Claudia Hairston,  Branch Manager 
409-866-9487 
1605 Dowlen Road                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—8:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Geri Roberts, Assistant Library Administrator 
409-892-4988 
3590 East Lucas Drive                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—8:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          

Christmas Blessings 

from Our Families to 

Your Family! 

 

Twas the night before 

Christmas, when all 

through the house . . .  


