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developed collections for middle school libraries 
within BISD. 

W hen the position for a branch manager with the 
Beaumont Public Library System appeared, 

Shanon could not resist going to work in the place 
where she became a lifelong reader.  After 21 years 
in education, she left the classroom to pursue her 
dream of leading a library into the 21st century.  
When she’s not playing with the latest technology or 
learning new computer skills, you can find her                    
reading to her grandchildren, writing stories, or binge
-watching fantasy series on Netflix.  Her favorite 
places besides the library are the beach and Disney 
World.  When she retires, she dreams about living at 
the top of Cinderella’s Castle, but having the huge 
library from Beauty and the Beast. 

 

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

Independence Day 
 Friday, July 3 
 Saturday, July 4 

Labor Day 
 Saturday, September 5 
 Monday, September 7 

S hanon Welch began work-
ing as the Branch Manager 

of the Theodore Johns Branch 
Library on Monday, April 20, 
2020.  Before that some of you 
may have known her from the 
middle school libraries in BISD. 

M rs. Welch grew up in Beaumont, and every      
summer she’d join the Beaumont Public     

Library Summer Reading Club.  She’d bring a big 
bag, walk down the steps in the Main Library, and 
enter the children’s library that filled the downstairs 
portion of the building at that time.  “It felt like                 
entering a completely different world”, she                            
exclaimed!   She would fill her bag up and rush 
home to curl up in a quiet corner with her latest                   
discoveries.  Then she’d repeat this wonderful treat 
each week, reading hundreds of books each                       
summer. 

S hanon attended Lamar University and became 
an elementary school teacher, specializing in                              

reading.  For fifteen years, she worked with 3rd 
grade students in Kountze and then in Beaumont.  
During this time, she married Greg Welch, had four 
daughters, and brought them up to be avid readers 
like herself.  After seeing her sister obtain a                     
master’s degree in Library Information Science and 
take over as librarian for West Brook High School, 
Shanon decided that she could reach more students 
and create more readers from the library than in the 
classroom.  In 2014, she graduated with her                     
master’s degree from Texas Woman’s University.  
For the next six years, she created programs and        

WELCOME OUR NEW BRANCH MANAGER TO THE                   
THEODORE JOHNS BRANCH LIBRARY 

Display Currently found at the Johns Library 
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Tyrrell Historical Library 

T he Tyrrell Historical Library reopened on 
June 8 after being temporarily closed due to 

the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic                         
quarantine period.  At the time of the writing of 
this article, the library remains limited to a 25% 
capacity of patron access according to official 
guidelines stipulated by both state and local                   
authorities.  Social distancing of 6 feet is also 
being followed to prevent any potential contact 
or spread of the virus. 
 

B ecause of the pandemic all special events 
and programs have been cancelled at the 

library.  This includes the monthly “Genealogy 
Days” sponsored by the local chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), 
and other programs, such as genealogy         
workshops and book signings by authors of                    
Texas history.  All of these events and programs 
will eventually be rescheduled at a future date, 
once the pandemic has been deemed as safely 
passed. 
 

M ore important information related to the 
archival history collection holdings has                           

continued to be added to the library’s digital               
portal site hosted by CONTENTdm.  Patrons are 
encouraged to visit this site at home, or from 
their personal computers/and 
smartphones.  The site can be reached 
directly at the following web address 
(http://
tyrrellhistoricalli-
brary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/). 
 

A lso, several new finding aids that  
describe the full scope and content 

of  processed archival collections of the 
library can be reached through the                   
internet.  Five new collections have been 
added during this past month for patrons 
to view.  The finding aid website is at the 
following web address                       
(http://archivesspace. beaumonttex-
as.gov). 
 
 
 

L ikewise, many new books have been                        
ordered and arrived at the library related to both 

Texas history and genealogy research.                      
Patrons can view the full collection of books available 
to them by visiting the library system’s online catalog.  
The catalog is available at the following web address                                                              
(http://beaumonttexas.gov/departments/library/). 
  

S imilarly, staff is always available in person, by  
telephone, or by e-mail to assist patrons with their                    

research requests.  The library can be reached by                        
telephone at (409)833-2759, ext. -3300, by e-mail at 
william.grace@beaumonttexas.gov, or by visiting the 
library: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

GPA.D-090-BS-015.91 ; Interior of a bank building circa 
1900s.  It is available here for non-commercial research and 
educational use. For information regarding permissions to 
publish and/or reproduce text or images from this book, 
please contact the Tyrrell Historical Library at                                
william.grace@beaumonttexas.gov.  
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W E ARE OPEN!!  The Beaumont Public 
Library System, R.C. Miller, Theodore 

Johns, and Elmo Willard Libraries have remained 
open during the pandemic.  Employees have    
continued to serve the citizens of Beaumont while 
following safety protocols and implementing new 
procedures.  When you visit our branch libraries 
you will find social distancing rules, desk shields, 
and at this time a ten-person limit in each branch 
library.  These three branches are open from 
9:00am to 6:00pm Monday—Saturday. 

T he R.C. Miller Library (409-866-9487), the 
Theodore Johns Branch Library (409-842-

5223) and the Elmo Willard Branch Library                              
(409-892-4988) are offering curb side pick up of 
materials!  The libraries have also started to                    
quarantine any materials  returned to the library.  
The material will be quarantined for 72 hours and 

then returned to the collection for use. 

T he Tyrrell Historical Library reopened on                          
June 8, 2020 after closing because of the     

COVID-19 outbreak.  The hours will be 9:00am to 
6:00pm Monday—Friday.  The Library System,                         
including The Tyrrell Historical Library still has in 
place the 10-person rule of occupancy until further  
notice. 

T he Main Library downtown will remain closed at 
this time.  For further information or questions 

please call 409-981-5911. 

 

 

Beaumont Public Libraries Remain Open 
Tyrrell Historical Library to Reopen 

SUMMER READING CLUB 

T he Beaumont Public Library System is encouraging children ages 0—17 to read for fun with its 
Summer Reading Club.  Children participating in the program will receive a certificate, a free 

book and other incentive. 

T he library is also providing “Imagination Kits”.  These free STEAM based activity packs                      
contain everything needed to make bird feeders, juggling balls and more fun crafts.  A new                   

project will be available each week. 

R eading Club has already begun and continues through August 1.  Parents may register their   
children and receive a reading log a their local Beaumont library branch. 

F or more information call: Robin @ 842– 5223, or 892-4988; or Meagan @ 866-9487. 
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OVERDRIVE—LIBBY ACCESS 

OverDrive, the company that provides Libby, the 
Beaumont Public Library System’s digital portal for 
ebooks and eaudiobooks is working with various 
publishers and authors to deliver more titles to more 
readers.  This is OverDrive’s COVID Response 
Collections.  These collections will supplement the 
library system’s current catalog with titles that can 
be used for student summer reading programs,                  
digital book clubs, community reading events, and 
general inventory support. 

The first set of titles donated by OverDrive will be 
a Kids and Teens bundle including over 200 
ebooks, eaudiobooks and Read-Alongs from Rosen 
Publishing, Lerner Publishing Group, Britannica 
Digital Learning, Triangle Interactive, and other 
participating publishers. 

The Kids and Teen Bundle will be added to our 
OverDrive collection during the last week of June 
2020.  All ebooks and eaudiobooks from this                         
collection will be available to everyone without a 
wait.  New titles will be added to the collection as 
they become available. 

OverDrive will also be acquiring rights from                     
leading publishers for adult fiction and nonfiction. 

The library system is working to ease the stress             

experienced during COVID-19. 

This just in from OverDrive.  OverDrive stands in 
solidarity with the Black community and believes we 
can and must find ways to do more.  Black Lives 
Matter: Community Reads is an OverDrive digital 
book program created to provide simultaneous access 
to important titles on social justice and anti-racism. 

The following titles will be automatically added to 
the library system’s digital collection.  All titles are 
paid for by OverDrive and provided at no cost to the 
library system. 

· The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander, is 
an audiobook with simultaneous access for 30 
days. 

· Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, 
Change the World, and Become a Good                                
Ancestor by Layla F. Saad, will be available            
starting Monday, June 22, 2020 as an ebook with 
simultaneous access for all borrowers, at no cost 
for three weeks. 

 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

As you know, currently all Social Security offices 
nationwide are closed to the public due to                 
COVID-19.  No re-opening date has been given.  In 
the meantime customers can still engage Social      
Security online by going to 
www.socialsecurity.gov, by calling                          
1-800-772-1213, the national phone line or by      
communicating with the local office using the 
phone number 1-866-613-2864.  Most of the                     
employees are working from home and can assist 
the public in filing claims and other services                    
provided by the SSA.   
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 Library Administrator, Paul Eddy 
Newsletter edited by Geri Roberts, Assistant 

Library Administrator 

JU LY 2020 

 Phone: 409-981-5911 
Fax: 409-212-9383 

Email: paul.eddy@BeaumontTexas.gov 
Or 

geri.roberts@BeaumontTexas.gov 

http://beaumontlibrary.org 

Libraries 

Beaumont Public Library 
409-838-6606 
801 Pearl Street                            
Until further notice, the Main Library is CLOSED to the public 
due to COVID-19 crisis.  For more information call   
409-838-6606 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 
Barbara Beard, MLS,  Branch Manager 
801 Pearl Street                                
Until further notice, the Literacy Center is CLOSED to the public 
due to COVID-19 crisis.  For more information call                          
409-835-7924. 

Tyrrell Historical Library 
Bill Grace, Branch Manager 
409-833-2759                                                 
695 Pearl Street                                                 
Monday—Friday 9:00am—6:00pm 
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Shanon Welch, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-842-5223                                    
4255 Fannett Road                                             
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                              

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 
Amy Keyes, MLS,  Branch Manager 
409-866-9487 
1605 Dowlen Road                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Geri Roberts, MLS, Assistant Library Administrator 
409-892-4988 
3590 East Lucas Drive                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          
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