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LIBRARY POWER!: A Message from the Library Administrator 

The Beaumont Public Library System has over the 
years been a powerhouse fixture in the City of                   
Beaumont!  It is no different in these times of                                
uncertainty!  While many of the libraries in the State 
of Texas closed to the public, the Beaumont Public 
Library System remained open for you!  City Officials 
and Library Administration decided during this                        
unprecedented time, there was a need in our city for a 
place that children and adults could go to access                     
information and technology. 

Why stay open? 

Well for several different reasons. 

 First, the Library’s Mission is: “to link resources 
to the citizens of Beaumont to enrich their lives”. 

 Schools had closed, which created technology and 
information deserts in certain areas. 

 The traditional “Summer Slump” for children 
would have been expanded if access to libraries 
had been restricted. 

 With more Americans out of work, computers 
would be needed to look for work and submit                
applications for unemployment, etc. 

 It gave the libraries opportunities to invest in new 
services to the community. 

Being open to the public was a challenge for the                    
library system, however, our staff was ready to meet 
that challenge!  With tight resources, the library                   
system instituted safety measures for the public and 
staff.  Social distancing, wearing of masks, and more 
guidelines helped the library to continue service to the 
public. 

What’s New? 

 The libraries are practicing social distancing at all 
branches.  We now have posters and floor decals 
to help our patrons stay safe! 

 There is a 15-person limit for occupancy at 
each branch. 

 By state order, all patrons must wear a mask 
into the libraries.  Our staff wear masks to 
not only protect themselves, but to also set 
an example for anyone who comes to the 
library! 

 Due to staffing, hours were cut at the                     
libraries to closure at 6:00pm every day.  
We are still open Monday through Saturday. 

 We instituted a quarantine of items that are 
brought back to the libraries.  Until further 
notice, items brought back will not available 
to the public for checkout until the three-day 
time frame is over.  Items can be placed on 
hold though! 

 We instituted a “Curb Side Service” at each 
circulating library!  See the flyer in the 
newsletter for more information!  You can 
also call the library and speak to one of the 
staff! 

 Since all in person programming was                       
suspended at the libraries, our wonderful 
staff have created new and exciting online 
programs for adults and children!  These 
include online book talks, online story times 
with Miss Meaghan and Miss Robin, online 
Summer Reading Club, Imagination 
STEAM Kits, and more.  You can see more 
of these on our Facebook page or you can 
call the libraries for more information. 

At the libraries we look forward to working 
with our patrons and welcome all who come in 
to seek information and learning.  See you at the 
library! 

Paul Eddy, Library Administrator 
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UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

Labor Day 
 Saturday, September 5 
 Monday, September 7 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 

PANDEMIC OR OPPORTUNITY? 

 

A s a result of the Covid 19 pandemic, the                     
decision was made to temporarily close the 

Main Library where we are located.   Though sad 
that we have not been able to see our students for 
three months now, we have chosen to view this time 
as an opportunity – a situation or condition favorable 
for attainment of a goal (Webster’s College                         
Dictonary, 1992.) 

O ur first concern has been doing what we can via 
phone, text, email, and even snail mail, to help 

our students continue making progress toward their 
goals.   One of the barriers we have faced is that 
many of our female students have had primary                      
responsibility for not only the care of their children 
but the education of their children as well during this 
time, making it very difficult in many instances to 
pursue their own goals.  Still, we have used every 
means available to stay in touch with our students 
and offer whatever support and assistance we can, 
and will continue to do so until the building is                      
reopened and we can resume face to face assistance 
with them. 

M any other goals have been pursued during this 
time.   We have “attended” a number of                   

webinars dealing with various aspects/topics/subjects 
related to adult education.  This is significant                       
because staying up to date in our field is critical to 
providing the best possible service to our students.   

Organization of our teaching materials and office 
files is an ongoing struggle in our department.                    

Under normal circumstances we struggle to 
maintain a good organization system that makes 
our materials accessible quickly to all the staff.  
This time has enabled us to think this through, 
discuss it with one another and come up with a 
system that we think will work under most cir-
cumstances. 

I n addition to the above, we have dealt with 
renovations to the lower level of the Library.  

We are anxious for students to see our new 
flooring and some new furniture that will be                   
arriving soon. 

W e are very much looking forward to the 

time when the Library will open again 
and we can serve our population of ESL and 
high school equivalency students.  Until then we 

are available by phone or email.   Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if we can be of service to 
you. 
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What to Do When Your Child Is Not Kind 
by Dr. Thomas Lickona 

K indness is the virtue of thinking of others 
— caring about their feelings, needs, and 

happiness.  As parents, we want our kids to be 
kind, thoughtful, and empathetic to those around 
them — and it can be hard to know how to                      
respond most effectively when they are not. 
What should you do when your child is not kind, 
or is frequently unkind and teaching kindness 
seems to be a real challenge? In both cases, a 
combination of parenting strategies is needed. 
Let me share four that can help.  

1. Correct aggression — clearly and with           
feeling. A study of toddlers 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 years 
of age observed how they responded to another 
toddler’s crying on the playground. About a third 
of the toddlers offered comfort or help; the rest 
did not. The compassionate toddlers, the               
researchers found, had mothers who were warm 
and nurturing. These mothers had also taken it 
very seriously if their own child had hurt                     
someone in the past. For example, a 2-year-old 
girl who responded compassionately to the                  
crying child on the playground had once pulled 
another little girl’s hair. When she did that, her 
mother had responded: “You hurt Amy!” 
(pointing out the consequence) “Pulling hair 
hurts!” (an instructive generalization) “NEVER 
pull hair” (a small moral absolute). This                        
combination of clear teaching and emotional 
concern sent a strong message to the child:              
Hurting is a big deal. As a result, this child was 
subsequently disposed to take it seriously and 
respond compassionately when she saw another 
child crying on the playground.  

2. Require restitution. We don’t want correction 
to end with our child feeling bad. They should 
learn that when they do something wrong, they 
can and should do something good to make up 
for it. Whenever possible, restitution should                   
include teaching empathy (“How do you think 
your brother felt when you said that? What could 
you do to help him feel better?”) Restitution is an 
apology of action. One family, to ensure that 
their kids made amends for misdeeds, had a 
“Jobs Jar” containing strips of colored paper, 
each describing a job that needed doing in the 
house or yard. If you broke a family rule or did 
anything hurtful, you had to apologize and then 

pull three strips from the jar, choose one to do, and put 
the other two back in the jar.  

3. Practice the positive. “Virtues aren’t mere 
thoughts,” Aristotle pointed out; “they are habits we 
develop by performing virtuous actions.” For kids to 
develop the habit of speaking and acting kindly, they 
need lots of practice. That includes opportunities to 
self-correct. If your 9-year-old son asks his 7-year-old 
sister for something in a snappish or bossy manner, 
you can say gently, “What would be a kinder, more 
respectful way to say that?” 

Whenever possible, we also need to try to anticipate 
and head off problems. One mother said her 7-year-old 
son hasn’t yet learned to read and is embarrassed 
about that. His 10-year-old sister Kelly reads                              
exceptionally well. Recently, when Kelly brought 
some friends over to the house, she introduced her    
little brother by saying, “This is my brother — he 
can’t read.” The mom said to me, “She speaks without 
thinking about the impact of her words, and just isn’t 
good at putting herself in someone else’s shoes.” 
Kelly will need coaching from her mom about how to 
handle different social situations — even role-playing 
what she might say to make others feel good and not 
bad. I would also recommend asking Kelly to help her 
brother with his reading. That would be an authentic 
responsibility with the potential to increase her        
empathy and kindness.  (continues on page 4) 

4. Read books that cultivate kindness and               
related virtues. With all kids and especially with kids 
for whom kindness doesn’t come naturally, good 
books can be one of our best allies. There are scores of 
books, fiction and nonfiction, with strong character 
themes. The more kids read them — with us or on 
their own — the more they’ll be immersed in                      
goodness and attracted to it. 

To be sure, kids need our own good example and the 
character-building experiences we can provide in   
family life. But books take them into other worlds 
where they can learn from the good and bad examples 
of the story characters, vicariously experience the  
consequences of the moral choices those characters 
make, and then transfer those learnings to their own 
lives. An 11-year-old boy, after reading C.S.                       
Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, talked 
about Edmund: “He was  deceitful by lying to his                
siblings. I’ve been deceitful by lying about breaking 

https://www.harpercollins.com/9780060234812/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe
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What to Do When Your Child Is Not Kind 
by Dr. Thomas Lickona       

something — I blamed it on my brother. I                    
wouldn’t do that again.” 

We can facilitate this kind of transfer from books 
to life by pausing during a read-aloud to reflect on 
times when we and our child may have shown the 
virtue or vice exhibited by a character in the story. 
Children’s books that depict peer cruelty and      
exclusion and everyone’s need for friendship — 
such as The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes 
and Wonder by   R. J. Palacio — are especially 
good for this kind of parent-child sharing of                         
experiences. What have we done when we saw 
someone being mistreated? What could we do in 
the future? The Brightly article “Children’s Books 
That Show Kids the Goodness in the World” 
points us to another important resource: picture 
books that show the many inspiring ways people 
do good for others. This gives us an opening for 
talking with our kids about how we too can make a 
positive difference in the world. 

Keep in mind that besides the wholesome values 
and moral lessons a good book can bring to life, 
reading together is one of those “connective                    
rituals” that strengthens your bond with your child 
and enhances your ability to foster their growth in 
character. When I asked my 7-year-old                               
granddaughter Winnie, “How can parents teach 
their children to be kind?”, she said, “They should 
be kind to them.” Reading with your child is one 
way to do that. 

Reprinted with permission from Brightly. 
http://readbrightly.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books on Kindness owned by the                   
Library System 

Picture Books 

Be Kind by Pat Zietlow Miller (BM) 
The Berenstain Bears and the Golden Rule by Stan 
and Jan Berenstain (J) 
The Carpenter’s Gift by David Rubel (J) -                  
Christmas Picture Book 
Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson (JMW) 
I am Kind by Suzy Capozzi (J) 
I Like Your Buttons by Sarah Marwil Lamstein 
(BJW) 
I Walk with Vanessa by Kerascoet (B) 
If You Plant a Seed by Kadir Nelson (BJMW) 
The Kindness Quilt by Nancy Elizabeth Wallace (B) 
Ordinary Mary’s Extraordinary Deed by Emily    
Pearson (M) 
Oskar and the Eight Blessings by Richard and                 
Tanya Simon (J) 
Please Don’t Tease Tootsie by Margaret                          
Chamberlain (B) 
The spiffiest Giant in Town by Julia Donaldson 
(BJMW) 

Easy Readers 

The New Kid by Larry Dame Brimner (BJMW) 
The Sidewalk Patrol by Larry Dane Brimner (BJW) 
 
Please note: 
B = Beaumont Public Library—downtown 
J = Theodore Johns Library 
M = R. C. Miller Library 
W = Elmo Willard Library 
 

     Dr. Thomas Lickona 
Dr. Thomas Lickona is a         
developmental                             
psychologist and educator 
focused on helping parents 
and schools develop good 
character in children. He is 
the founding director of the   
Center for the 4th and 5th 
Rs (Respect and                   
Responsibility) at SUNY 
Cortland, where he was a 
professor of childhood for 
40 years.  

https://www.hmhco.com/shop/books/The-Hundred-Dresses/9780152051709
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/208913/wonder-by-r-j-palacio/
http://www.readbrightly.com/childrens-books-show-kids-goodness-world/
http://www.readbrightly.com/childrens-books-show-kids-goodness-world/
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August 9th 

Book Lovers Day (aka National Book Lovers Day in the US) is celebrated on August 9 every year. This 

is an unofficial holiday observed to encourage bibliophiles celebrate reading and literature. People 

are advised to put away their smartphones and every possible technological distraction and pick up 

a book to read.  

Wikipedia 
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Tyrrell Historical Library 

T here are several free genealogical database   
systems available to assist patrons in their  

family history research at the Tyrrell Historical    
Library.  They include the following databases:   
Ancestry Library Edition, AmericanAncestors, 
Heritage Quest, and FamilySearch.  Staff is                     
well-versed in these database systems and can   
readily assist patrons when searching any of them 
for information at the library. 
 

B ecause of the Coronavirus (COVID-19)        
Pandemic all special events and programs have 

been cancelled at the library.  This includes the 
monthly “Genealogy Days” sponsored by the local 
chapter of the Daughters of the American                                 
Revolution (DAR), and other programs, such as     
genealogy workshops and book signings by authors 
of Texas history.  All of these events and programs 
will eventually be rescheduled at a future date, once 
the pandemic has been deemed as safely passed. 
 

N ew content has continued to be added to the 
library’s digital portal site in August.  The site 

grew by 1,100 items from the month prior.  It now 
contains 86,700 fully described items for patrons to 
access via their personal computer or smartphone 
through the internet.  Items recently added were 
scrapbooks from the Beaumont Interfaith Choral 
Society Records, photographs from the Ina Rogayle 
Franklin Papers and the Sallye J. Keith Papers.  The 
site now consists of 102 collections. 
 

T he digital portal site known as the “Tyrrell    
Historical Library Digital Collections” can be 

reached by typing the following url:  http://
tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm. oclc.org/cdm/.  
This same site can also be reached by going to the 
Beaumont Public  
Library System (BPLS) web site at the following 
url:  http://beaumonttexas.gov/ departments/library/ 
and then clicking on the Tyrrell Historical Library 
link and then clicking on Digital Archives link               
followed by clicking on the Digital Collections                   
Portal link. 
 

A lso, several new electronic finding aids that       
fully describe the scope and content of                              

collections have been added to the library’s                            
ArchivesSpace site.  Five new finding aids were up-
loaded to this site in August.  They include the                  

following collections:  the South Park Heritage                      
Museum Records; the Lena Milam Papers; the                     
Beaumont Altrusa Club Records; the Ina Rogayle 
Papers; and the Sallye J. Keith Papers.  A total of 64 
finding aids can now be found on this site for                         
historical research. 
 

T he library’s ArchivesSpace site can be reached 
directly by personal computer or smartphone 

through the internet.  The url for this site is http://
archivesspace. beaumonttexas.gov.  Patrons are                     
encouraged to visit this site frequently as new finding 
aids are regularly being uploaded to it. 
 

T he library is in continual need of qualified                     
volunteers to help assist staff in routine daily 

operations.  Those individuals interested in                               
volunteering are asked to telephone the library and 
schedule an interview appointment with the branch 
manager.  Please call the library at the following                 
telephone number:  (409)833-2759, ext. -3300. 
 

S imilarly, the library is always interested in                      
donations of historic materials related to                      

Beaumont and its surrounding communities that   
comprise the Golden Triangle region.  Patrons who 
may be interested in making donations of historic 
materials to the library are asked to contact the                       
library at the following telephone number:                               
(409)833-2759, ext. -3300.  Staff will be glad to 
speak with patrons about possible donations of                       
historic materials to the library. 
 

http://beaumonttexas.gov/%20departments/library/
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 Library Administrator, Paul Eddy, MLS 

Newsletter edited by Geri Roberts, Assistant 

Library Administrator 

AUGUST 2020 

 Phone: 409-981-5911 

Fax: 409-212-9383 

Email: paul.eddy@BeaumontTexas.gov 

Or 

geri.roberts@BeaumontTexas.gov 

http://beaumontlibrary.org 

Libraries 

Beaumont Public Library 
409-838-6606 
801 Pearl Street                            
Until further notice, the Main Library is CLOSED to the public 
due to COVID-19 crisis.  For more information call   
409-838-6606 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 
Barbara Beard, MLS,  Branch Manager 
801 Pearl Street                                
Until further notice, the Literacy Center is CLOSED to the public 
due to COVID-19 crisis.  For more information call                          
409-835-7924. 

Tyrrell Historical Library 
Bill Grace, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-833-2759                                                 
695 Pearl Street                                                 
Monday—Friday 9:00am—6:00pm 
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Shanon Welch, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-842-5223                                    
4255 Fannett Road                                             
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                              

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 
Amy Keyes, MLS,  Branch Manager 
409-866-9487 
1605 Dowlen Road                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Geri Roberts, MLS, Assistant Library Administrator 
409-892-4988 
3590 East Lucas Drive                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          
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