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UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

Veteran’s Day 
 Wednesday, November 11 
Thanksgiving 
 Thursday, November 26 
 Friday, November 27 
 Saturday, November 28 
Christmas 
 Thursday, December 24 
 Friday, December 25 
 Saturday, December 26 
 

New Years 
 Friday, January 1, 2021 
 Saturday, January 2 
Martin Luther King. Jr. Day 
 Monday, January 18 
Good Friday, 
 Friday, April 2 
 Saturday, April 3 
Memorial Day 
 Saturday, May 29 
 Monday, May 31 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 

I  love reviewing with the staff why we do what we do.   In doing 
that, we keep our focus on the main thing.  One of the best ways 

of reviewing and remembering what keeps us motivated in this 
field is to look at literacy statistics.   Recently I saw some statistics 
that reminded me how great the need is in our country for a focus 
on literacy throughout the life span from early childhood through 
adulthood.   These are compelling and I present these to you below 
for your consideration. 

51% 

O f students in US public schools come from    
low-income families. 

(www.southerneducation.org) 

61% 

O f low-income families have no books at all in 
their homes for their children. 

(U.S. Department of Education) 

37% 

O f children arrive at kindergarten without the 
skills necessary for lifetime learning. 

(Landry, S.H. Effective Early Childhood Programs:   
Turning knowledge Into Action. 
Houston, TX:   University of Texas, Health Science 
Center at Houston) 

50% 

O f children from low-income communities start 
first grade up to two years behind their peers. 

(www.literacyprojectfoundation.org) 

1.2 Million 

S tudents drop out of high school in the U.S. 
ALONE.   That’s a student every 26                   

seconds, or 7,000 students each day. 
“Children spend only 900 hours per year in 
school and 7,800 hours outside of school.                       
Studies on the out-of-school reading habits of 
students have shown that even 15 minutes a day 
of independent reading can expose students to 
more than a million words of text in a year.” 
(The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease) 
 

I n looking at these statistics, what struck me is 
that many public libraries (ours included) 

have programs that address these very issues!   I 
am proud to be part of an organization that is 
making such a difference in our community. 
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Tyrrell Historical Library 

T he library continues to make available 
information related to its historical                 

collections both through in-person use and 
online access. Patrons coming into the                      
library have direct access to its many books, 
microfilm, and local history archive                              
collections. In addition, there are several free 
genealogical database systems that patrons 
can only access at the library. These include: 
Ancestry Library Edition, American                              
Ancestors, and Heritage Quest. Staff can                   
assist patrons with any of these source                      
materials while at the library. 

I n addition, there exist a few online 
sources that can be directly accessed by 

patrons through their smartphones or                       
personal computers. These electronic sources 
include: the library system’s online card                   
catalog for books; the Tyrrell Historical                     
Library’s electronic finding aids available 
through ArchivesSpace; and its digital                     
collections accessible through                             
CONTENTdm. All three of these sources 
can be reached via designated links at the           
library branch’s homepage located on the 
city’s website 
(http://beaumonttexas.gov/library/library-
branches/tyrrell-library/). 

A ll of these three electronic sources                   
provide greater ease of access to                      

patrons interested in the scope and content of 
the historical collections housed at the                      
library. The first source allows a patron the 
ability to determine whether or not the his-
torical library has a particular book in its       
collection. The second source allows a                    
patron the ability to explore in-depth all the 
content of previously processed archival    
collections at the library. And the third 
source allows the patron the ability to view 
directly any digitized item from an archival 
collection along with its associated                                 
descriptive information. All of these sources 

can prove invaluable to a patron interested in 
undertaking extensive historical research. 

N ew content has continued to be added 
over the past month to the library’s                   

digital portal site known as the “Tyrrell                      
Historical Library Digital Collections” 
(http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm. 
oclc.org/cdm/). This CONTENTdm hosted 
site grew by 400 items and it now contains 
87,600 fully described items found on it. 
Items recently added to it included two          
scrapbooks from the Interfaith Choral Society 
Records and 235 photographs from the Ina 
Rogayle Franklin Papers. 

L ikewise, several more recently                        
completed electronic finding aids that 

fully describe archival collections were added 
to the library’s LYRASIS hosted                                    
ArchivesSpace site (http://archivesspace. 
beaumonttexas.gov). They included: the 
Pierre Ferdinand Patureau Papers; the Gene 
Bird Gilliom Papers; and the Arrington-Beck 
Family Papers. This site now consists of 72 
electronic finding aids. 

C urrently, planned history and genealogy 
workshops have been postponed because 

of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic. It 
is hoped that by the first of next year that 
these programs can once again be offered on 
a regular basis at the library. Notification of 
the library’s upcoming events will be posted 
on its FaceBook page 
(https//ww.facebook.com/Tyrrell-Historical-
Library-2363132031555911/) as well as on 
the Beaumont Public Library FaceBook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-
Public-Library-System-147841162768/). 

T he library is in continual need of quali-
fied volunteers to help assist staff in      

routine daily operations. Those individuals 
interested in volunteering are asked to                        
telephone the library and schedule an                          
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interview appointment with the branch 
manager. Please call the library at the                    
following telephone number:  
(409)833-2759, ext. -3300. 

S imilarly, the library is always                        
interested in donations of                

historic materials related to                    
Beaumont and its surrounding                  
communities that comprise the    
Golden Triangle region. Patrons who 
may be interested in making                               
donations of historic materials to the 
library are asked to contact the                       
library at the following                       
telephone number:                          
(409)833-2759, ext. -3300. Staff 
will be glad to speak with patrons 
about possible donations of                      
historic materials to the library. 

City Auditorium at Fair Park in Beaumont.   
Circa 1890s 
Identifier AC610.2000-044.009 
This image is protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) 
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Voting 2020 
Beaumont, TX 

Last Day to Register to Vote: Monday, October 5 

Early Voting Begins:   Tuesday, October 13 

Early Voting Ends:   Friday, October 30 

Election Day:    Tuesday, November 3 

What to Bring When You Vote: 

 Photo ID: Texas Driver’s License issued by TXDPS. Texas election ID 
certificate, Texas personal ID card, Texas handgun license, US Military ID 
with photo, US Citizenship certificate with photo, or a US passport.  Forms 
must be current or expired less than 4 years.   

 For voters aged 70 or older, the acceptable form of photo ID may be 
expired for any length of time if the ID is otherwise valid. 

 Voters without an ID: If you do not have an ID and cannot obtain one 
due to a reasonable impediment, you’ll need to sign a sworn statement 
that there is a reason why you don’t have any of the accepted IDs, and 
present one of the following: certified birth certificate, valid voter                           
registration certificate, or a current utility bill, government check, bank 
statement, or paycheck, or government document with your name and     
address.  If you meet these requirements and are eligible to vote, you may 
vote in the election. 

 If you do not have ID and do not have a reasonable impediment to 
obtaining one or did not bring ID to the polling place, you may cast a                   
provisional ballot.  In order to have the provisional ballot counted, you will 
be required to visit the voter registrar’s office within 6 calendar days of the 
date of the election to either present one of the forms of photo ID or                       
submit a temporary affidavit, or, if applicable, qualify for the disability                   
exemption, in the presence of the country voter registrar while attesting to 
the fact that you do not have any of the required photo IDs. 
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 Library Administrator, Paul Eddy, MLS 
Newsletter edited by Geri Roberts, Assistant 

Library Administrator 

OCT OBER 2020 

 Phone: 409-981-5911 
Fax: 409-212-9383 

Email: paul.eddy@BeaumontTexas.gov 
Or 

geri.roberts@BeaumontTexas.gov 

http://beaumontlibrary.org 

Libraries 

Beaumont Public Library 
409-838-6606 
801 Pearl Street                            
Monday—Friday 9:00am—6:00pm 
409-838-6606 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 
Barbara Beard, MLS,  Branch Manager 
801 Pearl Street                                
Monday—Friday 9:00am—6:00pm                                                                  
409-835-7924. 

Tyrrell Historical Library 
Bill Grace, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-833-2759                                                 
695 Pearl Street                                                 
Monday—Friday 9:00am—6:00pm 
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Shanon Welch, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-842-5223                                    
4255 Fannett Road                                             
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                              

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 
Amy Keyes, MLS,  Branch Manager 
409-866-9487 
1605 Dowlen Road                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Geri Roberts, MLS, Assistant Library Administrator 
409-892-4988 
3590 East Lucas Drive                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          
 

                             

B E AU M ONT  PU BL IC LIB RA RY SY ST EM  


