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UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

Labor Day 
 Saturday, September 5 
 Monday, September 7 
Veteran’s Day 
 Wednesday, November 11 
Thanksgiving 
 Thursday, November 25 
 Friday, November 26 
 Saturday, November 27 
 
 

Christmas 
 Thursday, December 24 
 Friday, December 25 
 Saturday, December 26 
New Years 
 Friday, January 1, 2021 
 Saturday, January 2 
Martin Luther King. Jr. Day 
 Monday, January 18 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 

A s the Literacy Center staff awaits word that 
the Main Library will be reopening, we are                         

assessing the instructional philosophy, methodology, 
and approach we employ in helping our students.   
What seems clear at this point is that the coronavirus 
pandemic will change the way many tasks in our          
culture will be accomplished in the future – with     
education at all levels being at or near the top of that 
list for major changes.  

A dults, already self-motivated and self-
regulated to accomplish their personal and 

professional goals, are the perfect population to                   
benefit from a blended learning approach.  Blended 
learning, while not a synonym for distance learning, 
does bear some similarities to distance learning.   By 
definition, blended learning is a style of education in 
which students learn via electronic and online media 
as well as traditional face to face learning.   In                   
looking at the various ways we could accomplish this 
in our department, the most efficient way seemed to 
be for us to buy an existing system with a lot of the 
features built in that would support both the students 
and assist the teachers in delivering an overall                  
quality instructional experience to the students.  

W e are just beginning to offer this op-

tion to students, so there is still a lot 
to learn on both sides, but we are excited about 
the potential for keeping students moving for-

ward to their goals whether they can come to 
class or not. 
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Tyrrell Historical Library 

T he library continues to make available                        
information related to its historical collections 

both through in-person use and online access.                   
Patrons coming into the library have direct access to 
its many books, microfilm, and local history archive 
collections.  In addition, there are several                            
genealogical database systems that patrons can only 
access at the library. These include:  Ancestry                           
Library Edition, American Ancestors, and                   
Heritage Quest.  Staff can assist patrons with any 
of these source materials while at the library. 

S till further, there exist a few online sources that 
can be accessed either from a patron’s 

smartphone or personal computer from home.  
These electronic sources are three-fold in nature.  
They include:  the library system’s online card                 
catalog of books, the Tyrrell Historical Library’s 
electronic finding aids through ArchivesSpace, and 
its digital collections through CONTENTdm.  All 
three of these sources can be reached at the library 
branch’s homepage on the city’s website (http://
beaumonttexas.gov/library/ library-branches/tyrrell-
library/). 
 

T hese three electronic sources provide for                
greater ease of access to patrons.  The first                 

allows a patron to determine whether the historical 
library has a particular book in its collection.  The 
second allows a patron the ability to explore in finite 
detail all the contents contained within a given                    
archival collection that has been processed.  And the 
third allows the patron the ability to view directly 
any digitized item from an archival collection with 
accompanying description about it.  This is                        
particularly useful to a patron who either lacks the 
means to travel to the library or is just interested in 
learning more about whether the library has mean-
ingful information related to their specific research 
topic. 
 

A s a unique source of information the local                    
history archive holds a vast array of important 

information not documented anywhere else in the 
library’s holdings.  It is with this idea in mind that 
the staff of the library has worked excessively hard 
to flesh out many of the more significant collections 
contained within the archive.  Thus, finding aids 
have been created to fully describe the contents of 
archival collections.  And digitization of the more 
important items contained within an archival                       

collection has been pursued.  By placing this                           
information online many more patrons can be 
reached and the understanding of local history more 
fully understood for a wider audience to learn and 
benefit from.  The ultimate goal of the library has 
been to increase its user base and over time this                   
approach has appeared to be working well. 
 

N ew content has continued to be added over the 
past month to the library’s digital portal site 

known as the “Tyrrell Historical Library Digital                 
Collections” (http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm. 
oclc.org/cdm/).  This CONTENTdm hosted site grew 
by 500 items and it now contains 87,200 fully                     
described items found on it.  Items recently added to 
it included four scrapbooks from the Interfaith Choral 
Society Records and 245 photographs from the                   
Sallye J. Keith Papers. 
 

L ikewise, several more recently completed                    
electronic finding aids that fully describe                  

archival collections were added to the library’s                      
LYRASIS hosted ArchivesSpace site (http://
archivesspace. beaumonttexas.gov).  They included:  
the First City Bank Records; the Serra Club Records; 
the Herbert Roedenbeck Papers; the Campbell                      
Collection; the Young Men’s Christian Association 
(YMCA) Records; and the Sallye Keith Papers.  This 
site now consists of 69 electronic finding aids. 
 

C urrently, planned history and genealogy                    
workshops are being postponed because of the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic.  It is hoped that 
by the first of next year that these programs can once 
again be offered on a regular basis at the library.         
Notification of the library’s upcoming events will be 
posted on its FaceBook page 
(https//ww.facebook.com/Tyrrell-Historical-Library-
2363132031555911/) as well as on the Beaumont 
Public Library FaceBook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-
Library-System-147841162768/). 
 

T he library is in continual need of qualified                 
volunteers to help assist staff in routine daily 

operations.  Those individuals interested in volun-
teering are asked to telephone the library and                      
schedule an interview appointment with the branch 
manager.  Please call the library at the following                

http://beaumonttexas.gov/library/%20library-branches/tyrrell-library/
http://beaumonttexas.gov/library/%20library-branches/tyrrell-library/
http://beaumonttexas.gov/library/%20library-branches/tyrrell-library/
file:///C:/Users/geri/Downloads/https/ww.facebook.com/Tyrrell-Historical-Library-2363132031555911/
file:///C:/Users/geri/Downloads/https/ww.facebook.com/Tyrrell-Historical-Library-2363132031555911/
https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-Library-System-147841162768/
https://www.facebook.com/Beaumont-Public-Library-System-147841162768/
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telephone number:                                 
(409)833-2759, ext. -3300. 
 

S imilarly, the library is always               
interested in donations of historic 

materials related to Beaumont and its 
surrounding communities that comprise 
the Golden Triangle region.  Patrons 
who may be interested in making                 
donations of historic materials to the 
library are asked to contact the                       
library at the following telephone                  
number: (409)833-2759, ext. -3300.  
Staff will be glad to speak with patrons 
about possible donations of                 
historic materials to the library. 
 
 

Circa 1927 
Eastern Texas Electrical Company Dodge Transit Bus and Trucks at Spindletop 
Oil Field  - Clinton Bill Glasgow Collection—AC257-001-001 
Photography of trucks and Eastern Texas Electric Company’s early 1920s model 
Dodge passenger bus at Spindeltop Oil Field. 
This image may be protected by U.S. Copyright Law (Title 17, U.S.C.) and/or other 
restrictions.  It is available here for non-commercial research and educational use.  
For information regarding permission to publish and/or reproduce this image or to 
obtain a high quality copy, please contact the Tyrrell Historical Library. 
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OverDrive takes data security and patron privacy 
very seriously.  We continue to invest in updating 
our services to adhere to the latest standards for  
data protection and security. To be able to offer 
more current technologies, we are also sometimes 
required to discontinue support for legacy services 
that do not meet the newer standards. 
 
Accordingly, we are preparing to end support for 
devices that use the outdated TLS 1.0 and 1.1               
security protocols.  TLS (Transport Layer Security) 
is the technology that keeps data private when it is 
sent over a secure (Https) internet connection.  TLS 
versions 1.0 and 1.1 date back to 1999 and 2006, 
respectively, and have since been replaced on most 
devices by TLS 1.2, which addresses                      
weaknesses and vulnerabilities in the earlier                      
versions.  At OverDrive, TLS protects the privacy 
of patron data, including library card information.  
Please read for additional information. 
 
Upcoming changes 
 
In alignment with security best practices, and                   
following suit with other technology industry                 
leaders like Apple, Google, and Microsoft,                     
OverDrive will end support for TLS 1.0 and 1.1 on                  
October 30, 2020.  After October 30, the                          
OverDrive app and OverDrive websites will no 
longer work on devices that don’t support TLS 1.2. 
 
User impact 
 
This change is most likely to affect Android                          
devices that cannot upgrade to at least Android  
version 5, including early Kindle Fires, early                
Samsung Galaxy tablets, and Kobo Arc devices (all 
of which were released in 2014 or earlier).  Based 
on our analytics, usage of these devices has been 
declining and currently accounts for approximate 
0.5 – 1% of users across all OverDrive libraries.  
Most devices that don’t support TLS 1.2 are also no 
longer supported by their manufactures, cannot  
access other modern apps and websites, including 
your OverDrive service. 
 
To keep using the OverDrive app and OverDrive 
websites, affected patrons will need to either update 

OVERDRIVE UPDATE NOTICE 

their device’s operating system (if possible) to a 
version that supports TLS 1.2 of switch to a device 
that supports TLS 1.2.  Users can also choose to 
only update their device’s browser to a version that 
supports TLS 1.2, which will allow them to use 
OverDrive websites in their browser (though they 
won’t be able to use the OverDrive app).  Users of 
early Kindle Fires and other ereaders that don’t 
support TLS 1.2 will still be able to read library 
ebooks that are delivered or transferred to their 
Kindle Fire or ereader from a supported device. 
 
Currently Libby users on Android devices should 
not be affected, as Libby’s minimum system                           
requirements were already raised to Android 5 in 
June 2020. 
 
User messaging 
Beginning September 1, 2020, the OverDrive app 
and OverDrive websites will display a message on 
devices currently using TLS 1.0 and 1.1 to alert 
users of the upcoming change.  This message will 
link to a help article that explains the change and 
provides information about the system updates that 
will be needed to access you OverDrive digital                   
library after October 30. 
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 Library Administrator, Paul Eddy, MLS 

Newsletter edited by Geri Roberts, Assistant 

Library Administrator 

SEPT EMBER 2020 

 Phone: 409-981-5911 

Fax: 409-212-9383 

Email: paul.eddy@BeaumontTexas.gov 

Or 

geri.roberts@BeaumontTexas.gov 

http://beaumontlibrary.org 

Libraries 

Beaumont Public Library 
409-838-6606 
801 Pearl Street                            
Until further notice, the Main Library is CLOSED to the public 
due to COVID-19 crisis.  For more information call   
409-838-6606 

Maurine Gray Literacy Center 
Barbara Beard, MLS,  Branch Manager 
801 Pearl Street                                
Until further notice, the Literacy Center is CLOSED to the public 
due to COVID-19 crisis.  For more information call                          
409-835-7924. 

Tyrrell Historical Library 
Bill Grace, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-833-2759                                                 
695 Pearl Street                                                 
Monday—Friday 9:00am—6:00pm 
http://tyrrellhistoricallibrary.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ 

Theodore Johns Branch Library 
Shanon Welch, MLS, Branch Manager 
409-842-5223                                    
4255 Fannett Road                                             
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                              

R.C. Miller Memorial Library 
Amy Keyes, MLS,  Branch Manager 
409-866-9487 
1605 Dowlen Road                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          

Elmo Willard Branch Library 
Geri Roberts, MLS, Assistant Library Administrator 
409-892-4988 
3590 East Lucas Drive                                            
Monday—Thursday 9:00am—6:00pm            
Friday & Saturday 9:00am—6:00pm                          
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