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Education 
 
Bachelor of Science in Political Science from North Carolina 
A&T State University and a Master of Public Administration 
from The Ohio State University.   
 

 

An accomplished and dedicated executive leader, manager, and consensus 
builder, Mr. Lyons has more than 35 years of municipal government 
experience in various capacities. Most recently, he served as Deputy City 
Manager for Development and Operations with the City of Petersburg. In this 
capacity, he oversaw the Petersburg departments of Public Works, Utilities, 
Street, Planning, Code/Neighborhood Services, Petersburg Area Transit, 
Economic Development, and Golf Course. As Deputy City Manager, Mr. Lyons 
was exclusively recruited to lend his expertise to reframing Petersburg’s 
internal organizational leadership and infrastructure. He was the direct lead 
for major City development projects, including the AMPAC/Phlow/Civica 
Pharmaceutical Park, the creation of the Neighborhood Services Department, 
and leading the development of a multi-million-dollar Park and Ride Structure. 
Mr. Lyons played an instrumental part in restoring Petersburg’s financial health 
and bond ratings.  
 
Before joining the Petersburg executive leadership team, he worked with the 
City of Phoenix, Arizona, for nearly twenty-nine years until his retirement. Mr. 
Lyons led the Phoenix Department of Development Services with an annual 
operating budget of $64 million. In this capacity, he directed all local 
development, including residential and commercial development services. He 
oversaw 14,000 annual building permits and 160,000 inspections, equating to 
$55 million in revenue for the City. In this capacity, he also led the review and 
coordination of policy issues related to economic development and housing. 
In the early stages of his career, Mr. Lyons served as the Management 
Assistant to the City Manager for five years before being promoted to 
Management Assistant to the Mayor. His primary focus was economic 
development, budgeting, and community outreach and engagement in these 
roles.  
 
Mr. Lyons oversaw the administration and enforcement of city ordinances on 
equal opportunity employment, housing, and public accommodations for more 
than ten years as the Director of Equal Opportunity for the City of Phoenix. In 
March 2011, he was awarded the “City Manager’s Excellence Award” for 
serving as the facilitator for the 2010 City of Phoenix Community Engagement 
and Outreach Task Force. This initiative brought 45 community and business 
leaders together after a significant police and citizen incident. As a result, in 
April 2012, on behalf of the City of Phoenix, Mr. Lyons received the Cultural 
Diversity Award from the National League of Cities at their conference awards 
breakfast in Washington, D.C. 
 
For his final years prior to his retirement in 2014, Mr. Lyons served as the 
Senior Executive Assistant for the City Manager overseeing and serving as 
Director for both the Human Resources and Equal Opportunity Departments 
for the City of Phoenix. In March 2014, he also spearheaded and facilitated 
the first-ever City Manager’s Leadership Symposium for all executive and 
middle management staff using all existing resources for the City of Phoenix. 
More than 500 participants attended this highly successful event. 
 
Mr. Lyons is skilled and trained in working with individuals and leaders at all 
organizational levels to bring about high-quality results.  
 
Mr. Lyons, a North Carolina native, is a life member of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Incorporated, the Greater Phoenix Urban League, and the NAACP. 
He served two separate terms on the National Forum of Black Public 
Administrators Board of Directors. He is also a 1993 graduate of Valley 
Leadership, a program designed to enhance professional and leadership 
skills, a Certified Toastmaster, and a former member of the Arizona Chapter 
of the National Speakers Association (NSA) and the Keogh Health Connection 
board of directors.   
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