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and Properly Dispose of 
Household Hazardous 

Waste

Everyday chemicals used 
around your home, such as 
cleaners, paint and 
fertilizers can be hazardous 
to our waterways if 
disposed of improperly. 

Working together, we can 
properly manage these 
wastes and keep 
Beaumont’s waterways 
healthy for years to come. 

For More information, please contact: 
City of Beaumont Public Works 

Department
(409) 880 3725
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You probably don’t think of your home as a 
haven for hazardous waste but, it just might 
be.  Some common household hazardous 
wastes include:

When not managed properly these wastes 
can contribute to stormwater pollution.  
Dumping common household chemicals 
down storm drains, pouring them on the 
ground or putting them out with the trash 
can dramatically affect the health of our 
local waterways.

By following a few simple guidelines, you can greatly reduce household hazardous waste and 
its negative impact on our environment.  Try these safe alternatives instead:

• AAiirr  FFrreesshheenneerr::  An open box of baking soda absorbs refrigerator odors. 
For garbage carts, sprinkle boric acid in the cart.

• DDrraaiinn  OOppeenneerr::  To prevent clogs, pour 1/4 cup baking soda followed by 
1/2 cup vinegar. When it stops fizzing, flush with boiling water.

• MMootthh  RReeppeellllaanntt:: Wrap cedar chips in cheesecloth

• RRuusstt  RReemmoovveerr::  Pour salt over rust, then squeeze lime over it. 
Leave for 2–3 hours. Use lime rind to scrub off the rust.

• WWiinnddooww  CClleeaanneerr:: Wipe window clean with a mixture of 
3 tablespoons of vinegar mixed with 7 quarts of water.

• WWoooodd  FFuurrnniittuurree  PPoolliisshh:: Combine 1 part lemon juice with 2 parts olive oil 

• Fertilizers
• Herbicides
• Insecticides
• Moth Balls
• Batteries
• Paints
• Swimming Pool 

Chemicals

• Antifreeze
• Gasoline
• Brake Fluid
• Oil
• Aerosols
• Household 

Cleaners
• Rodent Poisons

What You Can Do? Rethink! Reduce! Reuse!

• Follow the directions of the label for proper use and storage of chemicals.
• Buy only the amount needed for the job at hand.
• Try using latex or water-based paints for your next project. Latex is less toxic than oil-based paint.

• Clean up spills immediately by following the directions on the label for safe and proper clean-up.
• Never dispose of anything in the storm drain. Anything you put in the storm drain (household waste, yard 

waste, the leftover bucket of water from washing your car) ends up in the nearest stream, creek or river.

• Store unused products in a safe, convenient location where you can easily locate them the next time they are 
needed rather than purchasing more, unnecessary products.

• Reuse products more than once. This extends the life of the product and helps reduce waste (and saves you 
money).

The South East Texas Regional Planning Commission hosts a household hazardous waste and scrap tire collection event each year. 
Check the City of Beaumont website (BeaumontTexas.Gov) and look for flyers around the City for dates and times.
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