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Drying Out Your 
Unwanted Paint

 ▶ Choose a well-ventilated area away from 
flames, pets, children or expectant mothers. 
Paint fumes can be toxic and should be treated 
as such.

To dry small quantities (less than half an inch 
in the bottom of the can), simply remove the 
lid and allow the liquid portion to evaporate.

To dry large quantities, pour paint in thin 
layers (about a half an inch or less) onto a 
large sheet of plastic or cardboard. Let this dry 
and repeat the process until all of the paint 
has been dried. It may take a week or so to 
completely dry. When dry, it may be taken to 
the landfill or disposed of in the trash.

 Only completely dry, hardened paint can be put 
in the trash. Leave the lid off when you place 
the cans at the curb or when you carry them to 
the landfill so workers will know that there’s 
dried paint inside.

 ▶

 ▶

▶

 ▶ Aerosol paint can be sprayed on cardboard and 
left to dry. Once dry, it can be disposed of in the 
trash along with the empty can.



A fresh coat of paint can liven up a room 
or drab exterior like nothing else.

But, did you ever stop to 
think about the negative 
impact that the improper 
disposal of paint and 
paint related products has 
on our environment?

Paint contains chemicals, such as solvents 
and metals that can damage the environment, 
especially our waterways, if disposed of 
improperly. Improper disposal is also a threat to 
not only wildlife but also humans.

So, the next time you’re faced with the daunting 
task of cleaning those brushes or ridding your 
home of cluttersome paint cans, take the time 
to do it right and protect our area waterways by 
adhering to a few simple guidelines.

TIPS FOR PRODUCT SELECTION

Latex or Oil-based Paint?
Whenever possible, purchase latex or other water-
based paints rather than oil-based products. Latex 
paint is not considered hazardous and is less 
harmful to the environment. It also clean ups easily 
with soap and water.

Oil-based paints, on the other hand, contain 
solvents that can contaminate water. In addition, 
they are flammable and require paint thinner or 
other solvents to clean up.

All in all, working with latex is much easier than 
oil-based paint and there is considerably less 
cleanup involved.



Don’t Forget to 
Measure First
Take the time to measure the area you are painting 
to determine just how much paint you’re going to 
need for the project. Typically, a gallon of paint 
will cover approximately 350 square feet. This, 
of course, depends on a few other factors such 
as the brand of paint being used and the type of 
surface being painted but it’s a relatively accurate 
gauge to go by.

By measuring first, you will not only avoid 
the task of disposing of unwanted paint but 
just may save some money in the process.

Paint Alternatives
Although not easily found, there are a number of 
organic paints on the market. These paints are 
made from organic materials like citrus peel oil 
and solvents; tree resin; earthen pigments; bee 
and tree waxes, and they are good alternatives not 
only for environmental reasons but also for those 
who may have chemical insensitivites to traditional 
paints. Unfortunately, their availability could pose a 
problem, so expect to put forth a little effort.

There are also a number of companies now 
recycling paint. Colors are somewhat limited when 
recycling but the quality is comparable to new 
paint. Unfortunately, as is the case with organic 
paints, finding a dealer could pose a problem. 
Fortunately, modern technology, namely the 
internet, has made the search a lot easier and may 
well be worth the effort.



TIPS FOR BEST

DISPOSAL OF 
UNWANTED PAINT

 ▶ Latex paint may be disposed of in the trash, 
but only after it has been properly dried out. 
It can also be poured down a drain that leads 
to the sanitary sewer, although this is still not 
the best method of disposal. Oil-based paints, 
thinners, turpentine, mineral spirits, stains 
and varnishes should never be poured 
down any drain.

 ▶ Secure the lid tightly and keep leftover paint to 
be used for touch-up as needed. Store the can 
upside down, and it will create a seal around 
the rim and keep the paint fresh.

 ▶ Ask friends and neighbors if they may be in 
need of your leftover paint. It may be just what 
they need for their latest project. You might 
also try donating the paint to a community or 
religious organization.



BEAUMONTTEXAS.GOV

City of Beaumont Public Works Department
P.O. Box 3827, Beaumont, TX 77704

(409) 880-3725

https://www.facebook.com/beaumonttx/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnY6nNk8zfXZulMg1zbwEBg
https://twitter.com/cityofbmt
http://www.beaumonttexas.gov



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		Paint Disposal UPDATED SEP2022 with Branding DIGITAL.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Alison Kwong, Graphic Designer, kwongan@cdmsmith.com

		Organization: 

		CDM Smith, NAU - WCG - Marketing




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 2

		Passed manually: 0

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 2

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


